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" Next we coine to our external friends. It is a well-known Oriental saying
that a wise enemy is better than a foolish friend. Some of our English friends
who unfortunately meddle with our affairs either with a view to advertise them-
selves or with a sincere desire to serve this country do not know what harm they
are doing us owing to their defective knowledge of things here. I wish the
English Government provided some means for preventing them from working
this injury to us. Many of the sedition-mongers in India are encouraged by
these gentlemen, and in order to bring such seditionists to book and to repress
their activities money has to be paid from the Indian revenues.

" Now, my Lord, there is another thing which I want to deal with, and that
is societies and organisations. Though there are so many societies and various
organisations in England, most of them do some good to their country. But
such is not the case in India. As to suppress some of the mischievous organisa-
tions a great deal of money would be required, I mention them in connection
with the Budget. Societies in India may be roughly divided into four classes.
Some organisations are purely social, which are harmless. Others are political
in the garb of social. They are generally apt to do a great deal of harm.
Others again are paper organisations which do no work except keeping the list
of a certain number of men under the title of some association and giving
address to Viceroys, Lieutenant-Governors and other high officers and officials.
The fourth is a class of purely political societies.

" I shall only deal here with the last three of them. It is an admitted
fact, my Lord, that organisation is a force and that every organisation is as
much desirous of increasing its power as individuals. But seeing that the
greatest force in the country is the Government, there is every likelihood that
such organisations will like to get more and more power into their hands, which
must be at the expense of the force now possessed by Government. This may
in the long run prove dangerous to the State, as it has already begun to be
evident in connection with the so-called national organisations.

" As for the paper organisations, they are generally meant to benefit the
president or the secretary, so that they may come into prominence. Lately
such societies have been so successful that they have enabled many people to
gain what they wanted. Thus things which really ought to be discouraged
have been encouraged in such a way that it may prove very troublesome in
the end.

" Thus hard-working individuals, who perhaps do more service to the Gov-
ernment than all the members of some of such associations could do while put
together, are sometimes lost sight of and get disheartened, while others who
may be desirous of working hard see the case of such disappointed men and,
instead of being encouraged to work, get discouraged.

" It is generally believed that the best way of getting on with the Govern-
ment is either by forming organisations and posing as a leader or by strongly
criticising all Government measures, whether good or bad. Those who support
all reasonable measures of Government are apt to be neglected, for they are
regarded as already conciliated, whom it is not so much necessary to appease.
But the old Asiatic custom to which the people were accustomed was the
reverse.

" The rest of India, my Lord, cannot understand why a place like Calcutta,
situated in a corner remote from England and with a bad climate, should have
been selected as the capital of India. I think it will be only fair when funds
allow to select as the metropolis of this country a city which will be up to some
extent at an equal distance from the remotest parts of this y^st continent.

" With regard to Government service, from which everybody expects to drive
pecuniary benefit, I want to say a word. In countries inhabited by one nation,
every individual tries to maintain the honour of the nation to which he belongs.
Such however, is not the case in Eastern countries, where family honour
takes the place of national pride. It is his family honour that every individual
has to keep up, and in my opinion it will pay Government in the long run to
secure the services of men of good blood, instead of those who have got no
traditions to follow.

"My Lord, I now come to my native Province, whose annexation is asso-
ciated with the name of your illustrious grandfather, which though one of tjie